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ROBINSON  CRUSOE. 
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I  am  the  son  of  a  merchant,  and  was  bom  at  York,  in. 
1632,  and  baptized  Robinson.  W  hen  I  was  about  nineteen, 
meeting  with  one  of  my  schoolfellows  at  Hull,  who  was 
master  of  a  ship,  he  promised  me  a  free  passage  to  Iiondon, 
where  I  met  with  the  master  of  a  vesael  going  to  Guinea, 
who  engaged  me.  The  captain  told  me  I  should  ha^ 
liberty  to  carry  with  me  what  merchandise  I  should  think 
fit  to  trade  with.  In  the  course  of  the  voyage  I  became 
both  a  sailor  and  a  merchant,  and  managed  my  little  stock 
so  well,  that  I  brought  over  with  me  five  lbs.  nine  oz.  of 
gold  dust,  which  sold  in  London  for  near  £200  sterling. 
Soon  after  the  captain  died.  I  resolved  to  go  a  voyage  with* 


I 
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bis  mate,  who  had  got  the  command  of  a  ship.  As  we  were 
sailing  towards  the  Canary  Islands,  chafeed  by  a 

Salee  rover,  she  had  eighteen  gtihs,  and  we  hut  twelve. 
About  three  in  the  afternoon  we  engaged,  and  several  were 
killed  on  both  sides ;  at  length,  overpowered  by  numbers, 
we  were  compelled  to  submit,  and  were  carried  into  Salee. 
The  mariners  were  sent  to  be  sold ;  but  the  pirate  captain, 
taking  a  particular  liking  to  me,  kept  me  for  his  own  slave. 


I  managed  to  escape  from  him,  and  got  on  board  a  Por¬ 
tugese  vessel,  which  landed  me  at  the  Bay  of  All  Saints. 
I  there  engaged  with  a  planter,  in  whose  service  I  contin¬ 
ued  till  I  purchased  a  plantation,  and,  by  industry,  made 
very  considerable  improvements,  and  began  to  thrive. 

"Wealth  now  began  to  flow  in  upon  me.  I  lived  very 
happily  some  years  in  the  Brazils,  and  learnt  the  language; 
several  of  the  most  eminent  merchants  of  St.  Salvadore,  to 
whom  I  recited  the  circumstances  of  my  two  voyages  to 
Guinea,  and  the  immense  profits  made  from  trading  in  those 
parts,  declared,  if  I  would  go  as  their  supercargo,  I  should 
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share  equally  with  them  in  the  profit.  I  consented  to  this 
proposal.,  ,@n  condition  they  would  manage  my  plantation  10 
my  absence.  A.  ship  being  properly  fitted  out,  I  saaled  Sept. 
1  1659,  steering  northward.  In  a  few  days  we  were  over¬ 
taken  by  a  terrible  tempest.  In  this  distress,  bne  of  our 
men,  cried  out,  ‘  Land,  land ! »  That  very  momtot  our  ship 
struck  upon  sand,  and  we  expected  #e  should  be  imme¬ 
diately,  lost.  Hauling  out  the  long  boat,  eleven  of ‘us  got 
on  board  of  her,  the  tempest  Was  so  violent  that  the  boat 
could  not  live.  In  about  two  leagues  a  wave  astern  overset 


the  boat.  During  the  time X  was  struggling  urthe  : info, 
all  my  companions  were  lost ;  the  wave  abated  its 
and  m  retiring  had  thrown  me  on  shore.  ,1  got  on.  my  feet, 
JSt  another  wave  should  carry  me  back  ;  apd  though  I  made 
the  utmost  expedition  I  was  unable.  Another  came,  jmh 
threw  me  trith  suchforce  against  a  rock  as  made  me  sense¬ 
less.^  Keeping  fast  hold  of  the  rook,  enabled  me  to  get  on 
TL  Vxtdar,  it  being  calm  weather, 

'me  to  risk  all  hazards  to  get  on  hoard  the  ship. ,  if. 


*11  the  provisions  were  in  good  condition,  ana  notning 
venting  but  a  boat  to  copvey  them  on  shore.  I  constructed 
a  raft,  and  laid  all  the  boards  I  could  find  on  it,  then  l<tfw- 
«red  down  three  chests,  and  filled  them  with  provisions, 
orlfing  tools,  firearms,  powder,  and  bullets,  and  I  landed 
y  effects  very  safely.  ,  .  , 

I  made  a  little  tent,  and  fortified  it  securely  against  any 
'-temnt  from  man  or  beast;  then  charging  my  firearms,  I 


-island,  and  a  storm  arising,  I  perceived  in  the  morning  that 

•.the  ship  was  lost.  „  ,  .  ,  T _ .a 

Considering  myself  now  as  king  of  the  island,  !  every  day 
took  out  my  gun,  and  killed  whatever  appeared  to  me  to  be 

eatable.  Fearing  I  might  bse  my  reckcmi^OT  for^t  the 

Sabbath;  being  in  want  of  pei^'ink,  ajid  paper*.  I  carved  on 
a  posVin  large  letters,  which  I  set  up  jn  form  of  a  OToss, 
Oh  the  identical  spot  where  I  landed,-*^4 1  came  on  shore, 
September  30th,  1650.’  On  each  succeeding  day  I  cut  a 


noteh  on  this  post.  Andthatfor  Sundays  twice  the  length 
of  the  others,  and  the  notch  forthefLrstdayuf  the  month 
twice as  loug  as  the  notch  for  Sundays.  Thus  I  kept  .my 
account  of  time.  Therewereadog  and  twocOteonboard 
the  ship,  whichl  made  joint  tenants  with  me.  A  whole 
vear  elapsed  before  I  had  completedmy  habitation. 

gome  land  which  lay  behind  my  castle,;  Appeared  pioptt 
ror  the  purpose  of  tilling.  I  hedged  it  in  to  seeure  it  from 
the  vermin  *  and  was  rewaided  by  an  ample  increase,  which 
not  only  enabled  me  to  make  my  bread,  but  from  its  prospect 


Of  continuance,  encouraged  me  to  eat  -without  dread  of  future 
want.  I  supplied  my  want  of  dothe?  by  the  h?lp  of  goat- 

skiiKSe  .i€±Y\. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  23rd  of  April,  I  discovered 
five  oanoea  on  sborpou  my  side  of  the  island.  Arming  my¬ 
self,  Iwent  to  the  top  of  my  prospect-hill,  front  whence  I 
observed  about  thirty  aay*ges  lagging  two  unhappy  men 
on  shore,  oneof  whom  they  knocked  down,  and  after 
shockingly  mangling  him  devoured  him. 


/ 


The  other,  expecting  the  same  fate,  on  a  sudden  ran,  and 
made  towards  a  small  oreek^  I  put  myself  between  the 
pursuers  and  their  prey.  The  first  of  his  pursuers  I  knocked 
down^  and  at  the  other  I  let  fly  and  killed  him,,  I  made 
sign#  to  him  to  come  to  me,  which  he  obeyed,  throwing 
himself -at  my  feet,  :  and  putting  one  of  my  feet  upon  his 
head,  I  took  him  to  my  cave,  and  permitted  him  to  lie  down 
on  some  straw.  ■ 

Next  morning  I  took  him  Out  with  me,  and  called  him 
Friday,  in  honour  of  the  day  l  effected  his  deliverance. 


Friday  soon  acquired  English  enough  to  be  very  conversable 
Friday  one  morning  retained  in  the- utmost  fright,;  ex¬ 
claiming,  “  0.  master,  master,  bad  news,  four  canoes  upon 
‘coast,  come  to  look  for  poor  Friday,  kill  you  aa  trell  as  me.” 
There  was  no  time  to  be  lost.  "We  loaded  our  arms,  mid 
put  oursfelves  in  the  best  posture  of  defence.  I  mounted  a 
bill,  and  perceived  there  were  nineteen  savages,  and  three 
prisoners,  who,  from  the  manner  in  which  they  were  treated,, 
seemed  destined  to  be  devoured;  Amongst  the  prisoners 
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was  a  white  man  ;  ,  I  determined  to  effect  his  rescue  or  perish 

aim  so  well,*that  we  killed  four,  and  wounded  Wo  or  three 
more.  They  fled  with  the  utmost  precipitation.  We 
immediately  unbound  the  victim,  and  helped  ■  him  up,  >  hut 
he  could  ,  neither  stand  or  speak.  I  ordered  Friday  to  speak 
to  him  in  his;  own  language,  and  assure  him  of  our  friend¬ 
ship.  He  did  so ;  and  now*  reader*  Judge,  if  you  can*  with 
what  emotions,  the  soul  of  poor  Friday  must  have  been 


agitated,  when  he  discovered  that  the  object  of  bis  care  was 
bis  own  father. 


I  now  renewed  my  intention  of.  taking  a  voyage  to  the 
the  continent.  Friday’s  father  assured  me  that  I  should 
meet  with  good  treatment  from  the  natives ;  and  the  Spani¬ 
ard  whom  I  had  rescued,:  offered  to  go  over  with  him 
beforehand  to  settle  matters  for  my  reception.  I  therefore 
despatched  my  two  ambassadors.  '  ? i 
Friday  one  day  ran  hastily  to  me  exclaiming,  “  They  are 
come,  they  are  come !  ”  I  perceived  at  the  distance  of 


L 


about  a  league  and  a  half,  a  boat  standing  in  for  share. 
By  the  help  of  my  glass,  I  soon  discovered  they  were  not 
my  ambassadbrs,  but  conjectured  they  belonged  to  a  ship 
anchored  at  some  distance,  which  appeared  to  be  English 
built.  Four  men  leaped  on  shore,  bringing  two  with  the^ 
who  appeared  to  be  prisoners.  Waiting,  therefore,  till  1 
judged  the  sailors  were  taking  their  repose,  I  approached 
the  two  unhappy  men ;  one  of  them  said,  “  I  Was  masterof 
the  ship  which  lies  yonder  at  anchor:  my  men  mutinied. 


put  that  passenger  and  myself  on  shore,  though  if  the  vil¬ 
lains  could  be  secured,  we  are  well  assured  that  the  rest 
would  return  to  their  duty.”  We  resolved  on  an  immediate 
attack.  The  two  men  fired,  and  fortunately  killed  the 
ringleader,  and  wounded  another  j  the  rest  cried  for  quarter. 
We  resolved  to  leave  them  in  possession  of  the  island,  and 
that  I  should  return  with  the  captain  to  England.  Taking 
with  me  poor  Friday,  &c.  We  landed  in  England,  June  11, 
the  year  following,  having  been  absent  thirty-five  years. 
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